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Celebrate UVic's 
Millennium Festival 

April 1-7 

see supplement inside 




Women’s basketball 
Vikes clinch eighth 
CIAU championship 


BY KEVIN WOODLEY 

For the second time in three years 
and the eighth time overall, the UVic 
Vikes women’s basketball team is 
the CIAU national champion. 

The Vikes clinched the champion¬ 
ship with a 57-41 win over the 
Calgary Dinos in the final game. UVic 
advanced to the title game with a 
71-59 first-round win over Memorial 
University and a big 73-58 semi-final 
victory over the host Alberta Pandas. 

The win over Alberta was par¬ 
ticularly sweet for the Vikes and not 
just because it silenced a boisterous 


pro-Pandas home crowd. It was also 
sweet revenge for a loss to Alberta in 
last year’s championship game. 

In typical UVic fashion, the title 
run was keyed by several different 
players and everyone in the line up 
made a contribution. Lindsay Brooke 
led the way through the UVic back- 
court, finishing with her second 
championship tournament MVP 
award. Brooke, who was named a 
first-team All-Canadian for the first 
time earlier in the week, also won 
the MVP award when the Vikes won 
the CIAU title banner two years ago 
in Thunder Bay, Ontario. 

Janet McLachlan — a 
former walk-on playing 
in her final season — 
had 10 points and 12 
rebounds in the final 
and was named to the 
tournament’s first all- 
star team for her week¬ 
end performance. Megan 
Dalziel, another graduat¬ 
ing player, led the team 
in scoring for both of 
the final two games, 
with 22 and 18 points. 

The number one- 
ranked Vikes played their 
typical brand of tough 
team defence at the 
championship tourna¬ 
ment. UVic held the 
opposition to a three- 
game total of 158 points. 

The win gives UVic 
head coach Kathy Shields 
a CIAU-record eight titles 
in her career, moving her 
past husband Ken 
Shields, who won seven 
straight titles at UVic in 
the early 1980s. 



Vike Kim Johnson (#6) in the title game. 


-comment- 

“Canadians are clumsy. But they are blushing less 
and less. In fact, they are becoming brazen about it." 

— Dr. David Giles 

(ECONOMICS) 

Describing how Canadians are increasingly dodging taxes in ways 
more commonly associated with Brazilians, Italians and even Russians. 
“Canadians are not in the same league as the Italians or Brazilians,” 
says Giles. Nevertheless, he estimates that Canada's under-the-table 
economy now approaches 20 per cent of the gross domestic product 

NEW YORK TIMES, FEB. 27 ,2000 



Good enough to eat 


Caroline Riedel, registrar at the Maltwood Art Museum and Gallery, unpacks Trifle in a Dark Room by 
Newfoundland artist and UVic honorary graduate Mary Pratt The painting is one of 15 works that will be 
on display in Juncture: An Exhibition at the Crossroads of Time, April 6 to May 3. The exhibit opening 
coincides with UVic's week-long Millennium Festival, April 1-7, celebrating the outstanding achievements of 
individuals from all walks of life. The exhibit features the works of 14 artists and UVic honorary degree 
recipients, including Bill Reid, Robert Davidson, Ted Harrison, Michael Snow, Carole Sabiston and HRH 
Prince Phillip. Each artist was asked to choose his or her favourite piece for the exhibit Pratt's choice has 
a connection with another prominent festival participant — the painting 'starred'in a TV documentary on 
Pratt by former broadcaster and now Governor General Adrienne Clarkson, who receives an honorary 
degree from UVic at the Millennium Festival Convocation on April 7. 


Senate condemns student blockade 


A motion “deploring the actions” of 
students who blocked access to 
campus during the Feb. 2 Day of 
Action protest has been approved by 
members of the UVic senate. 

Dr. Reg Mitchell (chemistry) 
presented the motion at the outset of 
the March 1 meeting and said it was 
“absolute rubbish” for UVic Students’ 
Society representative Kari Warton 
to suggest the campus community 
had been appropriately advised of 


the blockades beforehand. “A 
6:l6 p.m. e-mail the night before is 
not adequate,” Mitchell said. 

Student protesters, attempting to 
draw attention to federal post¬ 
secondary education funding levels, 
lined entrances to campus and 
delayed or prevented vehicles from 
gaining access. 

Dr. Michael Miller, dean of engi¬ 
neering, noted that a senate motion 
passed in January supported the Day 


of Action and excused absences from 
classes between 1130 am and 330 pm, 
but in fact classes and labs were 
disrupted well beyond those hours. 

Also, a meeting between the 
division of continuing studies and 
an international delegation was 
cancelled because of the blockades. 

Warton apologized to faculty and 
staff but said rhetoric prior to the 
protest made it clear some members 
of the UVSS intended to block roads. 


Technology transfer — with a twist 

Computer science grad students act as “technical mentors’* for UVic faculty members 


BY KIRSTEN RODENHIZER 

Sometimes teachers need guidance 
and encouragement as much as 
students do. UVic child and youth 
care professor Marie Hoskins knows 
this well, especially since Mei Wong 
came into her life. 

Wong, a computer science 
graduate student, has been teaching 
Hoskins how to set up a listserv 


and Web site for one of the courses 
she’s teaching. The two sit side by 
side at the computer and work on 
the project together — Wong is the 
mentor and Hoskins is the ‘mentee.’ 

if Mei wasn’t here I would 
probably never have gotten started 
on anything," says Hoskins, i would 
have thought, this is just too much 
trouble.” 


Wong’s job is part of the learn¬ 
ing and teaching centre’s “technical 
mentor’ pilot program, which 
started up last fall. The program, 
one of several of the centre’s 
outreach initiatives, pairs computer 
science graduate students with UVic 
faculty members who want assist¬ 
ance incorporating technology into 
MENTORS ~ cont’d on p. 7 






























around the ring 


Are you graduating this spring? 

UVic’s spring convocation takes place June 7-9 with six ceremonies 
spread over the three-day period. If one of those is your big day, then 
you need to know when and where you can pick up your graduating 
package. The pick-up period is from Monday, April 10 to Friday, April 
14. Undergrads from the faculties of business, education, human and 
social development, fine arts and law can find their packages at their 
respective faculty/department offices. Students in engineering, 
humanities, social sciences, and science can pick up their material at 
the ceremonies office in Sedgewlck B128. For more information, call 
721-7446 or 721-7445, or go online at <web.uvic.ca/ceremomy/>. 

Event shines spotlight on UVIc women 

UVic celebrated International Women’s Day March 8 with an event 
that spotlighted the work and achievements of UVic women. “We 
wanted to bring women staff, faculty and students together for 
enjoyment,' says organizer Lily Dyson. The event featured poetry 
readings by Lorna Crozier and Lara Lauzon, book readings by Juliana 
Saxton and Yuen-Fong Woon and musical performances by pianist 
Howen Goward, folk singer Ana Bateman and a brass ensemble. UVic 
historian Allison Prentice, B.C. artist Manon Elder and poverty expert 
Marge Reitsma-Street gave speeches. Vice President Academic and 
Provost Penny Codding was on hand, and welcomed the crowd of 
about 100. “It’s nice, every year, to stop, take a day and pat ourselves 
on the back,” she said. During the speeches and performances, 
attendees browsed through displays that included artwork, research 
and achievements of UVic women. Two of Manon Elder’s renowned 
“Honor the Women" portraits were also on display. 

Waltz over to Dance Showcase 2000 

Beginners to advanced dancers make up the 140-plus students partici¬ 
pating in this year’s Dance Showcase at the University Centre Audito¬ 
rium on Friday, March 31 from 12:30 to L30 pm. The event demonstrates 
the wide variety of dance courses offered by athletics and recreational 
services. “If you’re bored with your present fitness program or are 
looking for a way to spice up your life, dancing may be an option,’ says 
Kathl Cameron, instructional and special events programmer. “Come in, 
relax and get a taste of what dance has to offer. From swing to jazz to 
Afro-Caribbean, the diversity of dance will blow you awayf Tickets for 
Dance Showcase 2000 are 12 and available at the Gordon Head Complex, 
the McKinnon Building or at the door. 

Run for the kids 

Now that spring has sprung, it’s time to start thinking about forming a 
team for this year’s 24-Hour Relay for the Kids, scheduled for June 24 
and 25 at Centennial Stadium. The event raises funds for the Lions 
Society of B.G to sponsor children with disabilities to attend Camp 
Shawnigam Participation in the run increases each year. In 1999, about 
70 teams set up tents in the stadium - their headquarters during the 
24-hour event UVic hopes to field a record number of participants this 
year. Team members can include family and friends of UVic community 
members. They can run, walk, or cheer on participants. While UVic is 
covering the team’s entry fees, members are expected to raise, on 
average, $100 each in sponsorship through pledges or other fund-raising 
activities. As the team takes shape, it also plans some group fund-raisers 
to boost the total even further. A kick-off event is also planned for all 
those who sign up to be part of this year’s 24-hour relay team. For more 
information on the relay or to sign up, contact Helen Kobrc (business) 
at 721-6059 or by e-mail at hkobrc@uvic.ca or Catharine McLeod (devel¬ 
opment) at 472-4829 or by e-mail at cmcleod@uvic.ca. 

UVic club plays superpower for a day 

The university’s UN Club is off to the Big Apple next month to experi¬ 
ence life as the world’s remaining superpower in the grueling National 
Model UN competition. The students will represent the U8. in the 
competition, which replicates the 24-hour activities of the United 
Nations. As the U8. delegation, the UVic students will have members on 
every UN committee. Like the real delegates, the students will engage in 
backroom negotiating and round-the-clock meetings to reach agreement 
with other nations on a variety of issues ranging from international 
security to disaster relief. To help raise funds for the trip, the club is 
hosting their own version of “Reach For The Top,’ on April 1, pitting 
community members against the “UVic Academics’ in a battle of wits. 
Members of the visitors’ team include Vancouver Sun columnist 
Vaughn Palmer and former Canadian ambassador to Israel Norman 
Spector. Members of the “Academics” team include Drs. Webb, Robert 
Bedeski and Oliver Schmidtke, all of the political science department. 
The competition begins at 7 p.m. in the Centre for Innovative Teaching, 
room 105. Tickets are $10 at the door or $5 in advance from the political 
science office, Cornett Building, room A323, during business hours. 



NkIKLI* 

S31 YATES STREET 

386-3313 

Rack of Lamb 

*14.95 per person 


10% off regular menu with student card 

Belly dancing EVERY Friday and Saturday evening 



Ministerial visit 

Federal Finance Minister Paul Martin, left, took time from his recent post-budget national tour to visit the climate 
modelling group at the school of earth and ocean sciences. Research associate Michael Eby and physics co-op 
student Any MacFadyen demonstrate a computer program as Martin and Dr. Gordon Smith, director of the 
centre for global studies, look on. Martin was accompanied on the tour by Environment Minister and local MP 
David Anderson. Martin’s budget included $60 million for a new climate and atmospheric sciences foundation 
which will provide research grants to teams of Canadian scientists over the next six years. 


Symposium celebrates Beethoven 
— the composer and the comic 


BY KIRSTEN RODENHIZER 

UVic will play host to an interna¬ 
tional symposium that celebrates 
Beethoven’s string quartets with music 
and critical analysis March 24 to 26. 

The symposium, entitled 
“Beethoven’s String Quartets: A 
Classical or Modernistic Legacy?* will 
bring together many of the world’s 
leading authorities on Beethoven. It 
will also mark the end of a cycle of 
performances of all 16 quartets by 
UVic’s Lafayette String Quartet 

Renowned scholars from Canada, 
the US, England and Germany will 
give lectures that explore musical 
style, meaning and compositional 
genesis. The results of these lectures 
may be published as a book after the 
event “This is an international 
conference tied up with an interest in 
performing the works as well as 
analysing them,’ says conference 


organizer Dr. William Kinderman, of 
UVic’s school of music. 

Part of the symposium will 
highlight a little-known side of the 
composer: the comic Beethoven. 
According to Kinderman, Beethoven 
was fond of puns, word play, irony 
and parody, and incorporated such 
elements into some of his works. A 
lecture-recital in the Phillip T. Young 
Recital Hall at 8 pan. on March 24 
featuring Kinderman, the Lafayette 
Quartet, and the UVic Chamber 
Singers conducted by Dr. Bruce More, 
will pay tribute to Beethoven’s light¬ 
hearted side 

“One of Beethoven’s favourite 
expressions was ‘Art is long, life is 
short,” says Kinderman. “He was 
always interested in ways in which 
the transient but colourful aspects of 
everyday life could be transformed 
into art’ 


The final day of the symposium, 
March 26, marks the day Beethoven 
died in 1827. Christopher Gibbs, of 
Buffalo, will begin with an explora¬ 
tion of new evidence on Vienna’s 
response to the composer’s death. 
Kinderman will follow up with a 
discussion of Beethoven’s last quartets 
and Joseph Kerman of the University 
of California will give a Lansdowne 
Lecture on “Beethoven’s Opus 131 and 
the Uncanny.’ 

The Lafayette String Quartet will 
perform in the University Centre 
Farquhar Auditorium on March 26 at 
230 pm to conclude the event Regis¬ 
tration and all symposium lectures 
take place in the Phillip T. Young 
Recital Hall in the school of music 
wing of the MacLaurin Building. 

Tickets are $25 for all sessions, and 
single-day tickets are available. For 
more information call 721-7903- 
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Killam awards are a big deal 

I don’t think your report on the two UVic winners of Killam fellowships 
( Tbe Ring, March 3) did justice to the outstanding achievement of profes¬ 
sors Kinderman and Oleson. Although administered by the Canada Council 
for the Arts, these awards are open to all academic disciplines, including 
the natural sciences and engineering. And the selection committee is simi¬ 
larly representative of a broad range, although with a slight emphasis in 
favour of the scientists. Thus the competition was intense! My understand¬ 
ing is that UVic, in its entire history, has previously won only four Killam 
fellowships. Now we have six! 

Dr. John Osborne, history in art 



Seigel Law Group 

Personal Injury Law 
Civil Litigation 


We Handle ICBC Claims Arbitration & Mediation Services 


Free Advice 
Personal Attention 
Recovery of Wages - Rehab 
Management Percentage Fees 
RESULTS! 


Sheldon M. Seigel LL.B.FciArb.c.Med. 

#1 - 505 Fisgard Street, Victoria, BC V8W1R3 

( 250 ) 360-2500 

email: 8eigellawgroup@home.com 
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UVic family centre 
introduces “toy library” 


UVic’s family centre has an option 
for parents caught between the toy 
wishes of their children and the 
escalating cost of the latest “must- 
have” plaything. 

It’s the toy lending library, 
which provides parents with toys 
on loan for two week periods. 
Lenders pay an annual or semi¬ 
annual membership fee which 
entitles them to two-week loans of 
one toy per child along with two 
games, books, puzzles, videos and 
tapes per family. High-demand toys, 
like the Sega Dreamcast, can be 
reserved. 

Parents may also gain credit 
towards a membership fee by 


donating toys to the library 
(approximately 35 per cent of the 
average retail value of the item 
will be offered). The toy library is 
also looking for “toy mentors,” 
individuals or organizations willing 
to donate toys or funds to the 
library. All donors receive a certifi¬ 
cate recognizing their contribution 
to the toy library. 

Currently the toy library is open 
on Mondays from 1 - 4 p.m. in the 
family centre, at the entrance to the 
David and Dorothy Lam Family 
Student Housing Complex. Lending 
hours will increase if demand is 
sufficient. For further information 
contact the centre at 472-4062. 


Class of 2021? 

The university's youngest citizens were the focus of attention at a recent open house at UVic’s family centre. At 
left, the centre’s faculty coordinator, Prof. Barb Whittington (social work), holds 10-week-old Erin Lawless and six- 
week-old Paul Campbell while Qiong Un holds her nine-week-old son Kevin Delong Zhang. All are residents of 
UVic’s family housing complex. 


RECENT LECTURES 


Shuttle astronauts' video offers 
a window on the wonders of space 


BY MIKE MCNENEY 

Julie Payette led her UVic audience 
on a virtual space shuttle mission 
when the Canadian Space Agency 
astronaut presented a lift-off to 
touchdown recounting of her 1999 
flight on board Space Shuttle 
Discovery. 

Her March 11 talk — before some 
300 space enthusiasts — was 
enhanced by the official crew video 
shot during the 10-day mission. 
Payette, from Montreal, was part of 
a seven-member crew that included 
five Americans and one Russian 
tasked with delivering materials 
and equipment to the new Interna¬ 
tional Space Station. “We were 
construction workers who just 
happened to work in space,” Payette 
said. 

The video and Payette’s com¬ 
mentary provided a behind-the- 
scenes look at life on the shuttle. 
“Space flight is as amazing as you 
think it is~as beautiful and extraor¬ 
dinary as you think it is,” she said. 
“It is pure joy to be in weightless¬ 
ness.” 


Payette described the remark¬ 
able experience of accelerating 
from the launch pad and within 
eight-and-a-half minutes reaching a 
velocity 25 times the speed of 
sound. Shuttle astronauts are 
subjected to forces three times 
normal gravity until the shuttle 
suddenly escapes earth’s pull and 
enters orbit. 

“It’s quite a ride. In a quarter of 
a second you go from 3G to weight¬ 
lessness. It’s unbelievable, the only 
thing you can’t train for on the 
ground.” The impact on the body is 
something like jet lag, in that it 
affects different people in different 
ways but generally takes an adjust¬ 
ment period of three or four hours. 

Fluid experiments offered an¬ 
other bizarre example of conditions 
inside the shuttle. The video shows 
crew members with straws drinking 
from a floating blob of juice. In 
another sequence, goldfish swim in 
a small hovering pool that bends 
and contorts as an astronaut gently 
blows on the water. 

Some of the best images were of 


earth, viewed from 400 km up. At 
that distance, astronauts rely on 
colour contrasts to identify geo¬ 
graphic regions such as the vein¬ 
like Grand Canyon or the 
sharp-edged peaks of Mt. Everest — 
“I think you’ve got to be crazy to go 
there,” Payette quipped. 

The view of earth from space is 
less flattering in regions of the 
Middle East where vast oil slicks 
can be seen on water bodies, or 
over the Amazon where smoke 
clouds trail from numerous man¬ 
made forest fires. 

The next challenge for the 36- 
year-old space veteran who, along 
with her vast technical training 
and skills, speaks five languages 
and sings in professional choirs? 
“(NASA) hasn’t fired me yet, so I 
hope to go up again.” 
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Mark your place in history! UVic students, staff, faculty and alumni are 
invited to join in the Millennium Festival by signing their name in the 
official Millennium Festival Book. 

Just as the UVic motto reads “A multitude of the wise is the health of 
the world,” this book constitutes an official register for the “multitude” 
who participate in our celebrations at the start of the new millennium. 

The idea for the Millennium Book came from a soon-to-be UVic gradu¬ 
ate Tara Orme, a fourth-year student and Orientation coordinator, made the 
suggestion as a way for students to get involved in the festivities. 

Three copies of the Millennium Book will be available for signing at 
several of the Millennium Festival event sites, as well as at the Univer¬ 
sity Centre, the Student Union Building and the McPherson Library. The 
first 3,000 people to sign the register will also receive an official Millen¬ 
nium pin. 

The campus community is encouraged to come out for a special 
signing opportunity and 2,000 free Tim Hortons doughnuts on Wednes¬ 
day, April 5 at 10 a.m. Student and ancillary services is hosting this book 
signing at two locations: the University Centre lobby and Nibbles and 
Bytes in the Engineering Lab Wing. 




Cadboro Bay Merchants ... at the foot of Sinclair hiii 


CADBORO BAY 
VETERINARY CLINIC 

Dr. Patrick Benloulou 

DM. M.K.C.V.S.(UK) B.V.Sc.(SA) 


CADBORO BAY 

Pharmacy 

477-2131 


Get off campus 
tfcomeondow i 


Prescriptions 


Phi (250) 477-9061 ha (250) 477-9067 
2561 Sinclair Rd, Cadboro Bay, BC V8N1B7 


Plenty of FREE Parking Owner Operated Businesses Helpful Personal Service Relaxed Community Atmosphere 
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BRISTOL 

TOWN 

Book with our new stylist 
Gavin Watts and receive 

10% OFF 


1 


(with this coupon) 

Unisex Hair Fashions 
Professional Retail Centre 


2592 Sinclair Road 

477-3098 

Now Open Sunday 10-4:30 


• Drugs and Sundries 

• Cards and Gifts 

• Telephone Cards 

• Films and Photo service 

• Photocopying/Fax Service 

• Full Service Post Office 

Open Mon-Sat 9-4 pm; Sun 12-5 pm 
3825 Cadboro Bay Road 


Sunday Buffet Brunch ... $8 95 

11 AM - 2 PM 

Best Sunday Brunch (in Cadboro Bay) 

Cadboro Bay's Neighbourhood Pub 

Reservations phone 477-2688 2581 Penrhyn St. 

Fax 477-2678Jordailyspectals _ 


Cold Beer Off Sales until 8 pm everyday 


FOODS 


Pop into Pepper's for 

Wide selection of farm fresh produce 
Meats: custom cut for your special 
occasion 

Supper in an instant from our extensive 
Deli selections 

All your grocery requirements 
Friendly helpful staff to assist 


3829 Cadboro Bay Road 

477-6513 

Locally Owned and Operated 


STORE HOURS 
Mon-Fri 8 am-9 pm 
Saturday 8am-7:30pm 
Sunday 9 am-7:30 pm 

Interac 


Chartwell 

Travel 

OF CADBORO BAY 
Check our prices first! 

The world at Your Doorstep 
Competitive Prices 

• Cruises 
• Club Med 
• Specials to Bali 

3826 CADBORO BAY RD 

PHONE: 477-3550 
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PREMIUM BULK■ FOOD 


3831 Cadboro 
Bay Rd. 

Phone: 477-6831 
Open 7 days a week 


Chiropractic 
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to Achieve 
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Dr. Barry Curran 

477-1133 

Referrals accepted 
but not required 

2571 Penrhyn St. 
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They bridge the centuries. UVic's senate has selected these 
11 honorary degree recipients based on their impact on 20th 
century life and the role they'll play in shaping the new century. 
Their degrees will be awarded at a special Millennium 
Convocation at 3 p.m. on Friday, April 7. They are: 



Canadian businessman George Heller has combined an illustrious 
career in the retail industry with a distinctive record of public service. 
He has served as president, CEO and chairman of companies around 
the world, and in Canada has headed Bata Industries, K-Mart and 
Zellers. He is currently CEO of the Hudson’s Bay Company. He is best 
known in Victoria as CEO of the successful 1994 Commonwealth 
Games, where he set a new standard for corporate participation and 
volunteer support and paved the way for a $60 million legacy of sport 
and community facilities in the region. 



Canada’s newest Supreme Court Justice, Louise Arbour, is acknowl¬ 
edged by the legal community as a gifted advocate, prosecutor and 
judge. Her recent work for the United Nations as prosecutor for the 
International Criminal Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and 
Rwanda has redefined the limits of international law and justice in the 
areas of human rights and prosecution of war criminals. Born and 
educated in Quebec, she taught for 17 years at York University’s 
Osgoode Hall Law School before being named to the Supreme Court of 
Ontario and later the Court of Appeal of Ontario. 



One of Canada’s most eminent scholars in the field of education, 

Dr. Myer Horowitz capped a successful career in academe with a 10- 
year term as president of the University of Alberta. He was a classroom 
teacher in Montreal before joining the faculty of education at McGill 
University. After moving to the University of Alberta, his interests 
expanded to include international education, education for children 
with special needs, and curriculum development. In honour of his 
contributions, students at the University of Alberta renamed the 
Students’ Union Building theatre after him to mark his retirement 
from the university. 



Political activist, author and policy critic Maude Barlow is an 
outspoken advocate of citizens’ rights through her work as volun¬ 
teer chair of the Council of Canadians, a non-profit, non-partisan, 
public interest group. She is also founding chair of the Action 
Canada Network, a cross-sectoral coalition of more than 50 groups 
working for social change, and a member of the planning commit¬ 
tee of the International Forum on Globalization, a network advocat¬ 
ing democratic control of the global economy. She has authored 10 
books on public policy issues and is a frequent contributor to other 
books and journals. 



Dr. Mo Im Kim, Minister of Health and Welfare in Korea, is 
considered the architect of Korea’s primary health system and “the 
mother of Korean nursing.” After graduate and post-graduate 
education at Johns Hopkins University, she returned to Yonsei 
University in Seoul to guide its nursing program. In 1981, she be¬ 
came a member of Korea’s parliament and made the legislative 
changes required to build the health care model she envisioned. She 
has a deep commitment to the global community of health care, as 
illustrated in her work with the World Health Organization and the 
International Council of Nurses. 



Trained as a physician, Australian-born Dr. Helen Caldicott has 
dedicated her life to raising awareness of the dangers of nuclear 
war and the need to preserve the resources of the planet. In 1979 
she revived the activist group Physicians for Social Responsibility 
and served as its president for four years, meeting with heads of 
state and campaigning extensively for nuclear disarmament. Her 
efforts earned her a Nobel Peace Prize nomination in 1985. Her four 
books and the Academy Award-winning documentary about her, If 
You Love This Planet, continue to spread the anti-nuclear message 
around the world. 



The work of Coast Salish native artist Susan Point is part of 
treasured art collections in public buildings and private homes across 
Canada and abroad. Her stunning, large-scale wood and glass carv¬ 
ings and etchings greet visitors to Vancouver International Airport 
and her sculptures, paintings, and banners grace hospitals, corporate 
offices, colleges and universities. Point’s carved and painted kneeling 
stool is part of UVic’s convocation furnishings. In whatever medium 
she chooses, Point incorporates the traditions of Coast Salish art, 
reviving an art form that was nearly lost after European contact. 



Before becoming Canada’s 26th Governor General last October, 
Adrienne Clarkson led a rich and distinguished career in broad¬ 
casting, journalism, the arts and public service. Among her many 
roles: first Agent-General for Ontario in Paris; president and publisher 
of McClelland & Stewart; host, writer and producer of several CBC-TV 
programs, including Take Thirty, Adrienne at Large and The Fifth 
Estate; writer of three books and numerous newspaper and magazine 
articles; executive producer, host and writer of Adrienne Clarkson's 
Summer Festival and Adrienne Clarkson Presents; and honorary 
patron of a number of artistic and charitable organizations. 



Health economist and 1998 Nobel Prize winner Dr. Amartya Sen 
has changed the way countries regard poverty and set welfare policy. 
By helping to clarify the conditions that permit the individual values 
attached to different welfare alternatives to be aggregated into 
values for society as a whole, Sen defined more accurate poverty 
indexes. In 1981, he challenged the common view that food shortage 
is the most important explanation for famine, arguing for analysis of 
the influence of social and economic factors. By combining econom¬ 
ics and philosophy, Sen has restored an ethical dimension to the 
discussion of vital economic problems. 



As one of Canada’s leading advocates for the blind, Dr. Paul Gabias 
has helped redefine what it means to be a blind person in Canadian 
society. He has made outstanding contributions at the technical level 
as a psychologist and recognized expert in the field of perception, 
and at the social level as a pioneer in the quest for equality and 
empowerment of blind people. He is founder and past president of 
the National Federation of the Blind: Advocates for Equality and has 
served as president of the National Association of Guide Dog Users 
since 1992. 



Throughout his career, John Walton has combined corporate leader¬ 
ship with community commitment. After graduating from McGill 
University in civil engineering, he spent nearly 30 years, often as CEO, 
with some of the country’s major oil, gas and mining companies. 
Walton was also founding president of the Victoria Hospice and 
Palliative Care Foundation, raised $200,000 in arts funding for Greater 
Victoria and served as chair of the 1994 Victoria Commonwealth 
Games Society. In the latter role, he spent seven years working with 
governments and sports governing bodies to hold the highly successful 
Games that brought the world to Victoria. 


Sftnply Canadtan 
ESI Tutorinq 

Become Successful in 

• Daily Discussions * Seminars 

• Your Presentations • Social Events 

• Term/Thesis Papers 

“Professional English Language Coach” 
Pat Burns.595-8689 

Email . burns-esl@home.com 

http://members Jiome.net/burns-esl/ 



The Contemplative Society 

announces 

BENEDICTINE WEEKEND &AGM 
at the CONTEMPLATIVE CENTRE, 

181 Fulford-Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, 
Thursday, 27 April (7 pm) & Friday, 28 April; 
Saturday 29 April (AGM10 am thru lunch). 

Voluntary donation: $25 per day. 
Simple accommodation available at the 
Centre for a nominal donation. 

For information and registration, call 
Margaret Haines (250) 537-4789 


Camosun 

Travel 

Ale UhtrUfrt 

3111 CEDAR HILL RD 

595-5455 
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UVic and the Community 


SPRING 2000 


SYMPHONY OF A THOUSAND 


“Imagine that the universe bursts into song. We 
hear no longer human voices, but those of 
planets and suns which revolve,” Gustav 
Mahler (1860—1911) once said of his Symphony 
of a Thousand (Symphony No. 8 in E-flat). 

Hear for yourself when director Janos 
Sandor leads a 423-member orchestra and choir 
in a performance of Mahler’s great work April 1 
and 2 at the University Centre Farquhar 
Auditorium. The 
ambitious presentation 
combines the strengths of 
the University ofVictoria 
Orchestra and Chorus, the 
Greater Victoria Youth 
Orchestra, a 45-member 


symphony ever. “It’s of course a great amount of 
work, but I can’t really complain since it was my 
idea,” laughs Sandor, who is also director of the 
Greater Victoria Youth Orchestra. Members range in 
age from 12 to 26, and come from high school and 
university. 

The first performance of Symphony of a 
Thousand, in Munich on Sept. 12, 1910, was the 
greatest triumph of Mahler’s life and the 
audience included Sergei Rachmaninov, Thomas 
Mann, the King of Belgium and Henry Ford. 

“I played it in orchestra when I was 
beginning my career,” says Sandor. “But to find 
enough sources as a conductor is very rare. I’m 
very proud. After the Mahler, you can’t get more 
ambitious. The Chorus is split into two 
120-person choirs, each singing a 
different thing at the same 
time, and the first movement 
is in Latin while the second is 
in German. It’s as difficult as 
it can be.” 



Event Symphony of a Thousand 
When: Saturday, April 1,8:00 pm, Sunday, April 2,2:30 pm 
Where: University Centre Farquhar Auditorium. 
Tickets: $20/$15/$10 (386-6121). 


sAndor 



COME AND 
CELEBRATE WITH US 

Concerts, art exhibits, lectures, an open house, 
plays, and a special convocation ceremony — 
these are some of the events taking place during 
the University ofVictoria’s Millennium Festival, 
April 1 - 7. 

The festival celebrates the achievements of 
individuals from all walks of life, including 
young members of the community who hold the 
promise of the future. And you’re invited to join 
in the festivities. 

“The festival is an exciting way to mark the 
accomplishments of our students, alumni, 
faculty and staff, to highlight UVic’s presence on 
the national and international stages, and to 
celebrate our connections with the local 
community,” says UVic President Dr. David 
Strong. “Since we’re also looking toward the 
future, it’s very fitting that several events involve 
area children.” 

Throughout the festival, a wide range of on 
and off-campus events will showcase the artistic 
talents of UVic students, faculty, staff and alumni. 

A festival highlight will be a special 
convocation ceremony for honorary graduates 
whose significant contributions to society in the 
20th century will continue to shape the new 
century. 

Details on these and other festival events 
are included in this pull-out supplement. 

Check out the Millennium Festival calendar in 
this supplement for a full listing of events and 
information on how you can get tickets. 





THE DOCUMENT COMPANY 

XEROX 


Presenting Sponsor 
UVic M illennium Festival 















SPECIAL CEREMONY HONOURS 11 ACHIEVERS 


Canada’s 26th Governor General, a 
Supreme Court Justice, and a peace 
activist are among the 11 outstanding 
men and women who will receive 
honorary degrees from UVic at the 
Millennium Special Convocation on 
April 7. 

The colourful ceremony will be 
the highlight event of UVic’s 
Millennium Festival and honours 
individuals “whose contributions to 
society in the 20th century reach 
into, and have implications for, 
society in the 21 st century.” 

The 11 men and women are: 

• Louise Arbour, Canada’s 
newest Supreme Court Justice. 
(Arbour will also deliver the 
convocation address); 

• Maude Barlow, national 
volunteer chair of the Council of 
Canadians; 

• Dr. Helen Caldicott, peace 



CLARKSON 


ARBOUR 


CALDICOTT 


activist and former president of 
Physicians for Social Responsibility; 

• Adrienne Clarkson, a 
broadcaster, writer, publisher, and 
lecturer before being named 
Canada’s Governor General; 

• Dr. Paul Gabias, a B.C. 
psychologist and lifelong advocate 
for the blind; 

• George Heller, Canadian 
businessman and CEO of the 1994 


Victoria Commonwealth Games; 

• Dr. Myer Horowitz, one of 
Canada’s most eminent scholars in 
the field of education; 

• Dr. Mo Im Kim, Minister of 
Health and Social Affairs in Korea, 
widely considered the leader of the 
nursing profession in that country; 

• Susan Point, internationally 
acclaimed Coast Salish artist; 

• Dr. Amartya Sen, winner 


ART, SONGS AND DANCE 
REFLECT ARTIST'S LIFE 


First Nations artist and UVic graduate 
Francis Dick shares her family 
traditions and her creativity during a 
retrospective of her art, running until 
April 5 at the Maltwood Art Museum 
and Gallery, and at a special cultural 
evening at the University Centre 
Farquhar Auditorium on April 3. 

Dick graduated with a degree in 
social work but decided soon after to 
devote herself full-time to her art. 
Growing up in the small village of 
Gwa’yi, also known as Kingcome 
Inlet, the Kwakwaka’wakw artist 
absorbed much of the traditional 
teachings of her elders, who are 
descendents of the wolf Kawadelakala. 


The image of this mythical being is 
prominent in much of Dick’s art. Her 
works also document her own family’s 
history and political struggles within 
her nation as it evolves and its 
members redefine themselves. 

The special cultural evening, 
Nax’wida gyax xux (Let There Be Light) 
will highlight the legend of the 
Atlaldma that tells the story of the 
many different characteristics, 
personalities, and peculiarities of the 
human spirit. It speaks to Dick’s 
ancestors’ encounters with both the 
mortal and spirit worlds. Performers 
from Dick’s family will tell the story 
through songs and dance. 


“This is part of the 
treasures that belong to my 
family,” says Dick. “It’s a 
depiction of a boy’s dream 
and the characters in the 
dream come alive and 
become part of a learning 
adventure. Only members 
of my family can perform 
these songs and dances.” 


of the 1998 Nobel Prize in 
economics; 

• John Walton, businessman and 
community service activist, best 
known as chair of the Victoria 
Commonwealth Games Society. 


Event: Millennium Special Convocation 
When: Friday, April 7,3 p.m. 

Where: University Centre Farquhar Auditorium 
Tickets: Free, seating limited (721-7446) 


Event: Nax'wida gyaxm (Let There Be Light) 
When: Monday, April 3,7 p.m. 

Where: University Centre Farquhar Auditorium 
Tickets: $10/$18 (386-6121) 



DICK 


Begin Your Education at Camosun College! 



By starting at Camosun College, you can complete 
up to two full years of university transfer credit. We 
offer lower tuition fees, small class sizes, and 
dedicated and highly qualified instructors. We also 
offer the largest bursary program of any community 
college in western Canada! 

Through Camosun’s University Transfer program, 
you can choose from more than 300 academic 
transfer courses in arts, sciences and business. 

Camosun also offers two-year Associate of Arts and 
Associate of Science degrees. 


Camosun offers more than 60 full-time Certificate and 
Diploma programs in: 

■ Arts & Science ■ Business 

■ Health & Human Services ■ Trades & Technologies 
These programs prepare graduates for immediate 
employment in a variety of rewarding careers. Many of 
these programs also give graduates the opportunity to 
continue their education at UVic, transferring directly 
into the 2nd or 3rd year of a degree program. 

Apply now for Fall 2000! Camosun admits 
students on a first-qualified, first-come, first-served basis. 


Jl 

College 


LEARN I NG/or LIFE 


www.camosun.bc.ca 
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McGUIRE 



LIFE, LOVE — AND DINNER 


Twenty years after leaving his 
UVic studies to begin a career in 
the theatre, Peter McGuire is back 
on campus. He’ll direct the Norm 
Foster play Wrong For Each Other for 
two dinner theatre performances 
April 4 and 5 at UVic’s Dunsmuir 
Lodge conference centre as part of 
the requirements for his master’s 
in fine arts degree. 

“Whether you’re on a first 
date, have been married a long 
time or are separated or divorced, 
you’ll recognize yourself in this 


play and enjoy yourself,” says 
McGuire. “It’s funny and touching 
at the same time.” 

The two-character play is 
about a couple who meet by 
chance in a restaurant after being 
apart for four years. The 
encounter sends the pair flashing 
back through the highs and lows of 
their courtship and marriage. 

UVic theatre students Jennifer 
Ault and Chris Martin play the 
couple. 

McGuire spent two decades as 


a stage manager, production 
manager and theatrical agent, 
working with some of Canada’s 
most prestigious theatre 
companies and actors before 
returning to UVic. In preparing 
for the upcoming dinner theatre 
performances, McGuire says he’s 
doing what he enjoys most, “being 
in a room, working with actors.” 

Event: Wrong for Each Other Dinner Theatre 
When: 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, April 4 
and Wednesday, April 5 
Where: Dunsmuir Lodge, North Saanich 
Tickets: $50 (656-3166) 


TAL 

Trade thoughts with one of Canada’s 
top labour leaders and a panel of 
highly successful CEOs in a 
discussion of national and provincial 
economic prospects hosted by the 
UVic faculty of business starting at 
noon on April 6. 

Buzz Hargrove, national 
president of the Canadian Auto 
Workers union leads off .with a 
lunchtime address to the Greater 
Victoria Chamber of Commerce at 
the UVic Faculty Club. Hargrove 

STARLIG 

You say you don’t know a red 
dwarf from a black hole? A giant 
star from a globular cluster? Well 
here’s your chance to discover 
everything you’ve wanted to 
know about the night sky at a 
Millennium Festival event 
presented by the UVic physics and 
astronomy department. 

On April 6 beginning at 8:00 
p.m., the department hosts an 


KING BUSINESS 


will focus on the barriers he sees to 
economic growth in Canada. 
Tickets may be obtained through 
the business faculty at 472-4139. 

At 2 p.m., hear retailer 
George Heller, publisher David 
Black and industrialist Wendy 
McDonald in a panel discussion on 
the economic future of British 
Columbia. Broadcaster Mel 
Cooper will be the moderator. It’s 
also at the Faculty Club and 
admission is free but you should 


call 472-4139 to 
reserve tickets. 

Event: Chamber of 
Commerce Luncheon. 
Speaker: Buzz Hargrove 
When: Thursday, 

April 6, noon -1:30 p.m. 
Where: UVic Faculty Club 
Tickets: $25 (472-4139) 


Event CEO Millennium Panel 
When: Thursday, April 6,2 p.m. 
Where: UVic Faculty Club 
Tickets: Free, reserve at 472-4139 


HT, STAR BRIGHT 


evening of telescope viewing atop 
the Elliott Building. Look through 
the big, fully automated telescope 
in the Climenhaga Observatory or 
have a peek at planets and stars 
through smaller telescopes outside 
on the roof. Dress warmly. 

If skies are overcast, you can 
still tour the observatory and ask 
questions of researchers. It’s free 
but space is limited so call 


721-7699 to reserve 
your spot. 



Event: Tours of Astronomy Dome 
& Telescope Viewing 
When: Thursday, April 6,8-9 p.m. 

Where: Elliott Building 
Tickets: Free, reserve at 721-7699 


LAB INSTRUCTOR RUSS 
ROBB AND THE UVIC 
TELESCOPE. 




We believe in you 


Voice Mobility is a proud sponsor of 
the University of Victoria and it 
shows. 

We are continually impressed and 
inspired by the high caliber of 
achievement that each of our UVic co¬ 
op students and grads brings to our 
R&D team. That's why we keep 
coming back to UVic in search of new 
talent. 


As we enter the new millenium, we are 
confident that our talented R&D team 
will continue the same standard of 
groundbreaking software development. 
Discover what it's like to work for a 
company that is truly passionate about 
what we do. 

www.voicemobility.com/careers 

jobs@voicemobility.com 


Voicemail. Fax. Email. 
One Unified Solution. 


Voice 
Mobility 


Celebrating the Millennium with University of Victoria 


HandheldCanada.com 

We are Canada’s Ultimate Handheld e-tailer! Drop by our secure 
WebStore and check-out your favourite Palm and Windows CE 
Handheld computers and accessories today. 


Grand Opening Specials! 


Email us at info@handheldcanada.com 

www.handheldcanada.com 

Victoria: 658-4263 Toll Free: 1-877-658-4263 






























CALENDAR of EVENTS 

All events free unless otherwise noted 

Listings also available at www.uvic.ca or by calling 721-UVIC 


ONGOING EVENTS 
Phyllis Serota's Studio Group 

Works by UVic faculty, staff and others. Runs 
until April 6. McPherson Library Gallery. (Call 
721-6673 for library hours). 

Francis Dick Retrospective Exhibition 

Featuring 24 of the Kwakwakawa ’ kw artist and 
UVic alumna’s works. Runs until April 5, Mon — 
Fri 10 am - 4 pm, Maltwood Art Museum & 
Gallery, University Centre. 721-6562. 

Psychology Poster Display 

Research by psychology faculty and students 
covering a broad range of topics. April 1—6 
Cornett Building. 721 -7525. 

Millennium Time Capsule Exhibition 

Display of artifacts to be included in a time capsule 
to be sealed at UVic until 2101. April 1-7 
(Opens 2 pm, April 1). A. Wilfrid Johns Exhibition 
Hall, MacLaurin Bldg. 721-7896. 

Our Kids, Our Families, Our Communi¬ 
ties: Research from Around the World 

School of Child & Youth Care display of research 
and distributed learning. April 3 — 7. Human and 
Social Development Bldg. 721-6475. 

Juncture: An Exhibit 
at the Crossroads of Time 

Works by UVic honorary degree recipients 
including Carole Sabiston, Mary Pratt, Bill Reid, 
Robert Davidson and HRH Prince Philip. April 6 - 
May 3, Mon-Fri 10 am-4 pm. Maltwood Art 
Museum & Gallery, University Centre. 721-6562. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 1 

10 am — 4 pm. Engineering Open House. 

Tours of research and teaching labs and displays of 
student work and faculty research. Engineering 
Lab Wing. 721-8677. 


8 pm. Mahler’s 8th Symphony of a Thousand. UVic 
Chorus and Orchestra, Greater Victoria Youth 
Orchestra, mass choirs. Director and conductor: 
Janos Sandor. University Centre Farquhar 
Auditorium.Tickets: $20/$ 15/$ 10. 386-6121. 


SUNDAY, APRIL 2 
2:30 pm. Mahler’s 8th Symphony of a Thousand. 
UVic Chorus and Orchestra, Greater Victoria 
Youth Orchestra, mass choirs. Director and 
conductor: Jinos Sdndor. University Centre 
Farquhar Auditorium.Tickets: $20/$15/$10. 
386-6121. 


MONDAY, APRIL 3 

7 pm. Aboriginal Cultural Evening: Nax’wida 
gyax &u& (Let there be light). The family of Francis 
Dick presents its history and traditions in song 
and dance. University Centre Farquhar Audito¬ 
rium.Tickets $18/$10.386-6121. 


T U E S DAY, APRIL 4 

12:30 pm. Musical performance: Trichy 
Sankaran, master percussionist and UVic honorary 
graduate, on the mrdangan, a South Indian barrel 
drum. PhillipT.Young Recital Hall, MacLaurin 
Bldg. 721-7903. 

2:30 — 3:30 pm. Lecture: Women’s Status in the 
Year 2000:Taking Stock by Dr. Katie Cooke, 
lifelong activist, women’s advocate and UVic 
honorary graduate. 1996 Classroom Bldg., room 
C122. 721-7578 or 721-8600. 

6:15 pm. Education: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow. 
Dinner and address by Dr. Myer Horowitz, 
honorary degree recipient. UVic Faculty Club. 
Tickets: $20.721-7757. 


Engineering your Future 


Undergraduate and graduate degree 
programs, and research in 


Computer Engineering 
Computer Science 
Electrical Engineering 
Mechanical Engineering 
Software Engineering Options 




UVic 


OPEN HOUSE 

Engineering Laboratory Wing 
10 AM-4 PM 
April 1, 2000 


For information 
Faculty of Engineering 
University of Victoria 
Victoria, B.C. V8W 3P6 
Telephone: (250) 721-8677 
http://www. engr. uvic. ca 


6:30 pm. Dinner Theatre at Dunsmuir Lodge, 
North Saanich. Wrong for Each Other, a light¬ 
hearted comedy by Norm Foster. Directed by 
UVic graduate student Peter McGuire. Tickets: 
$50. 656-3166. 

7:30 -10 pm. UVic Alumni Millennium 
Celebration at the Royal BC Museum Out of the Mist 
exhibit. For UVic alumni and guests. RSVP by 
March 27.721-6012. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5 

3:00 pm. Lecture: Black Holes by Dr. Werner 
Israel, cosmologist and UVic honorary graduate. 
Centre for Innovative Teaching, room 105. 
721-7062. 

6:30 pm. Dinner Theatre at Dunsmuir Lodge, 
North Saanich. Wrong for Each Other, a light¬ 
hearted comedy by Norm Foster. Directed by 
UVic graduate student Peter McGuire. Tickets: 
$50. 656-3166. 

7 — 9:30 pm. UVic Authors Night reception, 
displays and readings. UVic Bookstore. Invited 
audience. 721-8314. 

8 pm. Lecture: Gardens of Orford icCambridge by 
Dr. Ted Irving, honorary graduate. Presented 
by Friends of the UVic Finnerty Gardens. 
Human and Social Development Bldg., 
room A240. 721-7014. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 
Noon -1:30 pm. Views on Overcoming 
Barriers to Economic Growth in Canada. 

Greater Victoria Chamber of Commerce 
luncheon with keynote speaker Buzz 
Hargrove, Canadian Auto Workers. UVic 
Faculty Club.Tickets $25. 472-4139. 

1- 4 pm. Celebration of Nursing. Public 
address by Mo 1m Kim, honorary degree 
recipient, and theatrical performance by 
Christine Upright-Letaine. Chief Dan George 
Theatre, Phoenix Theatres Building. 

SOLD OUT 

2- 4:30 pm. The Economic Future for British 
Columbia. Faculty of business CEO Millennium 
Panel featuring George Heller, David Black 
and Wendy McDonald. UVic Faculty Club. 
Tickets 472-4139. 

8 pm. Millennium Festival Gala. A black tie 
gala and reception paying tribute to the 
millennium convocation honora: 
recipients. Featuring soloists fro) 

Conservatory of Music and perforli 
the Greater Victoria Youth Orchestra and the 
Canadian College of the Performing Arts. 


University Centre Farquhar Auditorium. 
Seating limited. Tickets 721 -7446. 

8-9 pm . Tours of UVic astronomy dome and 
telescope viewing. Elliott Bldg., meet at front 
door. Call 721-7699 to reserve space. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 7 

3 pm. Millennium Convocation. 11 outstanding 
individuals receive honorary degrees. University 
Centre Farquhar Auditorium. Seating limited. 
Tickets 721-7446. 



DINNER THEATRE CAST JENNIFER AULT AND CHRIS MARTIN. 




Congratulations UVit students, faculty, alumni, and honorary graduates ... 

.... ftme'f&kt Ccmef 

Exceptional opportunities are available at SDL Optics Inc., the world's leading manufacturer and designer of fiber-coupled laser modules. To advance the frontiers of further technology, 
the time has come for more talented individuals to share their ideas and expertise. Whether you are about to graduate or have been out in the workforce, explore us. 

Our team members enjoy a competitive compensation package, including stock options, a stock purchase plan, company contributions toward a Registered Retirement Savings Plan, 
tuition reimbursement and relocation package. Send your resume and cover letter to: Attn: HR Manager, SDL Optics Inc., 2261A Keating Cross Road, Saanichton, BC, Canada, V8M 2A5. 
Fax: 250.544.0758. E-mail:HROptics@sdli.com 


For Current Job Postings: www.sdli.com 
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von Aderkas 


There's nothing new about genetically 
modified organisms. We’ve been eating and 
wearing them for years. 

BY DR. PATRICK VON ADERKAS 


I was standing in line behind two 
people who were chatting, one of 
whom very proudly, and incorrectly, 
boasted that she had never consumed geneti¬ 
cally modified plants. It struck me that if I 
walked these people through a supermarket, 
they would be quite surprised at what was 
and what wasn’t GMO, the acronym for 
genetically modified organisms. 

Genetically modified crops have been on 
the market since the mid-’90s. As things 
stand, half of the annual North American 
plantings of wheat, cotton, canola, soybean 
and corn are GMO. If you’re not eating GMOs, 
you’re wearing them. 

Genetically modified plants are very 
much in the news. The first lecture I gave on 
the subject was on the eve of the World 
Trade Organization meeting in Seattle last 
November, and the next one was in February, 
the day after the Montreal meeting at which 
the “biosafety protocol” was created. Both 
international meetings vilified Frankenfood. 

It would be safe to say that science definitely 
lost Round One to the precautionary princi¬ 
ple. My mother probably summed it up when 
she said “Are you one of those bastards 
modifying my food!” 

Scientists did a singularly horrific PR job. 
Little explanation of plant genetic engineer¬ 
ing has been forthcoming. Plant biotechnol¬ 
ogy itself did not suddenly appear out of 
nowhere, but has deep roots in four areas, 
some stretching back nearly a century. In 
order of age, these are tissue culture, trans¬ 
formation, breeding experiments and DNA 
technology. How these four parts came 
together makes up my primer on GM plants. 

Tissue culture is taking little 
bits of a plant, putting them in a 
sterile container with a solution 
of nutrients and hormones, and 
getting the little bits to produce whole plants. 
It is controlled regeneration. Single cells were 
isolated as early as 1905. By the late ’50s, 
botanists were able to regenerate whole 
plants from single cells. 

The biggest contribution of tissue culture 
to biotechnology was that it provided a 
means to grow cells free of contaminants 
such as bacteria, fungi and viruses. Identical 
plants could be cloned on an industrial scale. 


Any Boston fern that you have ever owned is 
a tissue culture clone. The seed potato indus¬ 
try uses only certified, virus-free clonal 
stocks that have been put through a tissue 
culture screen. The result is lower incidence 
of diseases. 

Transformation is the introduction of 
foreign DNA into a plant’s DNA. In the 1930s 
it was discovered that naturally occurring 
growth abnormalities, known as crown galls, 
were of bacterial origin. Agrobacterium 
tumefasciens, a soil bacterium, infects plants 
through wound sites. The bacterium sends in 
rings of its own DNA that actually insert 
themselves into the plant’s chromosomes. 

This is transformation. The plant is no longer 
genetically 100 per cent pure, but has 
stretches of DNA that are bacterial. 


It takes little imagination to conjure up the 
moment in the past when a bacterial geneti¬ 
cist walked across the hall to a colleague who 
was a plant breeder and suggested that any 
gene could be put into a plant using this 
natural vector, Agrobacterium. 

A second way to transform plants is 
biolistics, in which DNA-coated gold particles 
are shot into the chromosomes of tissue- 
cultured cells and tissues. Cynics claimed this 
would be like trying to return a library book 
by throwing it through the window of the 
MacPherson library in the vain hope that it 
would land on the right shelf. Primitive as it 
may sound, biolistics works. This is how a gene 
for cold tolerance was introduced into wheat. 

Another ingredient in the biotech broth 


was a common weed, Arabidopsis tbaliana , 
a close relative of mustard and its kin 
(canola, broccoli, cauliflower, cabbage, 
radishes). In the 1930s, the greatest friend of 
Arabidopsis was a Dutch breeder, a slightly 
mad version of Mendel, who made many 
thousands of genetic crosses. The outcome 
was a superb breeding map for all five 
chromosomes. The locations of many genes 
were made public. 

As it stood, this information was without 
much scientific value until a number of 
other virtues of Arabidopsis became appar¬ 
ent. It has a very small genome (total DNA), 
a high number of single copy genes, and a 
short breeding period of 13 weeks. The plant 
occupies about the volume of a coffee cup, 
which allows scientists to fill rooms with 


tens of thousands of specimens; no fields 
required. Arabidopsis became the lab rat of 
plant biology. 

The final element was DNA technology, 
with its numerous methods for identifying 
and isolating gene sequences, sequence 
manipulation and gene multiplication. We 
now know the functions of five per cent of a 
total of 25,000 genes in Arabidopsis. By the 
end of 2001, the entire genome will have 
been sequenced, making it the first plant 
genome available to the public. This technol¬ 
ogy is used on most other major crops. 

There are limits to the technology. It can’t 
be used on a small scale, as it’s only ever 
useful in the context of crop breeding pro¬ 
grams, which, being very costly, are generally 


in the hands of big industries or govern¬ 
ments. Depending on your politics, this is 
either the Achilles heel of the technology, or 
its strength. The money comes from share¬ 
holders or the public purse, two sources that 
are firmly subject to trends in economics and 
politics. 

With new rules in place limiting interna¬ 
tional trade in GM crops, there will probably 
be an initial reduction in next year’s acreage. 
It remains to be seen whether improved 
engineered varieties with traits especially 
useful for Third World countries, such as salt 
tolerance or vitamin-enhancement, will 
return public favour to plant biotechnology. 

Market forces have led to recent mergers 
of the larger biotech companies. If there is 
trouble selling the seeds, there will be a 
change in how business is done, with a 
probable improvement in public relations. 
Perception appears to be everything, as the 
science is sound. 

My impression from the half- 
dozen lectures I’ve given is that 
there is a great deal of misinforma¬ 
tion of urban myth-like quality. Part of this 
is due to the number of food scares, such as 
mad cow disease, in the last decade. 

Interestingly, students tell me with a 
certain amount of amazement about the latest 
pear/apple cross available in stores. They like 
the novelty. They don’t mind that several 
thousands of genes of one species were mixed 
with those of another species. But tell them 
they are wearing cotton transformed with one 
single gene for insect resistance, and the 
novelty wears off immediately, and is replaced 
by suspicion that they have something that’s 
adulterated, an impure product. 

The lay person’s view of genes doesn’t 
match reality. Consider the lily. This symbol of 
purity has the largest genome of all organisms, 
and a great deal of it is foreign, apparently 
viral in origin. Purity is an argument rooted in 
Plato, and reiterated by Gertude Stein — a rose 
is a rose is a rose. Oh how wrong they were! 
Plants stand still, but genes don’t. 

Dr. Patrick von Aderkas is professor in 
UVic's centre for forest biology. He's also 
chair of the NSERCgrant selection com¬ 
mittee for plant biology and food science. 



^ Science definitely lost Round One to the 
precautionary principle. My mother probably 
summed it up when she said ‘Are you one of 
those bastards modifying my food ! 9 ^ 




Views expressed on this page are the author's and do not necessarily reflect those of The Ring or the University of Victoria. The Ring welcomes your views 
on the above article, or any other issue of interest to the UVic community. Submissions for Viewpoint or Letters to the Editor can be sent to the editor, 
UVic communications services, Sedgewick Cl49, fax 721-8955, or e-mail: vshore@uvic.ca. 
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If a $750 rebate 
doesn't seem 
like much now. 


just wait 
until you see 
your first 
paycheque. 



2000 CHRYSLER NEON 


THE $750 GRAD REBATE You’ll need all the help you can get. That’s why there’s the 

$750 Grad Rebate. Use it in combination with any other offer to purchase any new Chrysler, Dodge or Jeep vehicle 
including the completely redesigned 2000 Chrysler Neon. Unfortunately you won’t be able to afford to take it anywhere. 



$ 7 <Z0 Reb<nfe 


mm 


CHRYSLER 

Dodge 

Jeep 


Only at your neighbourhood Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep® Retailer. 


A 

Offer applies to select models excluding Dodge Viper and Plymouth Prowler. Rebate includes GST. Limited time offer applies to university or college graduates between October 1,1997 and September 30, 2000. 
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IBM hardware donation assists 
advanced Internet-based research 


IBM is providing high-performance 
computing hardware to make it 
easier and faster for UVic 
researchers — in disciplines such 
as particle physics, electrical and 
computer engineering and climate 
modeling — to share results with 
collaborators worldwide. 

“Our goal is a system that 


stores and quickly distributes 
large amounts of scientific data 
via the Internet to researchers in 
several different locations,” says 
Dr. Randall Sobie, the Institute of 
Particle Physics research scientist 
and UVic adjunct professor spear¬ 
heading the data grid project. 

“Advances in computing power 


and storage are also instrumental 
in attracting and keeping top 
researchers on Canadian soil. The 
facilities we are developing will 
help secure Victoria as a very 
attractive place to do research." 

The grant, an $840,000 in-kind 
contribution that includes a col¬ 
laborative research relationship 
with IBM, will help the university 
lead Canadian efforts to design and 
produce an advanced, integrated, 
Internet-based system for the 
global research market. 

This is the second of two grants 
awarded to the university from 
IBM’s shared university research 
program. The first grant worth 
$560,000 went to the school of 
earth and ocean sciences to support 
climate modelling research. 

UVic is deploying an experi¬ 
mental storage system that will 
dramatically grow over the next 
four years, boosting storage 
services for data-heavy research 
collaborations. 



Hoskins, left, and Wong. 


TECHIE MENTORS 

their teaching. 

“I’m too busy to sit down and 
try to do it myself,” says Hoskins. 
“Having help makes it that much 
more palatable.” 

Dr. Gerl Van Gyn, interim direc¬ 
tor of the learning and teaching 
centre, says most professors would 
like to use technology to support 
student learning, but find they 
have too little time to do so. 

“Professors are very busy with 
research and teaching, so it’s 
difficult for them to take time out 
to learn new techniques,” she says, 
adding that the technical mentor 
program serves two purposes. 
“Faculty members get technical 
help from the students and stu¬ 
dents get to find out more about 
educational technology.” 

Hoskins says her work with Mei 
will have very important benefits 
for her students. “A Web page helps 
them get resources relevant to the 
course without having to search 
individually,” she says. “It helps 
them focus their research.” 

Wong, who mentored another 
professor in the school of child 


~ cont’d from p. 1 

and youth care last semester, says 
many instructors don’t use all the 
teaching methods at their disposal 
because they have been frustrated 
by computers and software in the 
past. 

“Many people don’t have com¬ 
puter expertise at all," she says. 
“Programmers assume their soft¬ 
ware is easy to use, but for some 
instructors it’s very confusing. 

Each user Interprets things in a 
different way.” 

Wong takes a personal interest 
in seeing how instructors interact 
with technology because that’s 
where her research interests lie. 
“For my master’s thesis I’m evalu¬ 
ating distributed learning tech¬ 
nologies, so I find this very 
interesting,” she says. 

The learning and teaching centre 
is currently spreading the word 
about the technical mentor program, 
and hopes more professors will 
show interest, says Van Gyn. 

‘We’re just starting to build the 
program up now, and we’re en¬ 
couraging people to use mentors to 
support their teaching,” she says. 



North coast professor seeks accommo¬ 
dation May 1-Aug. 31, central Victoria. 
Will house-sit, sublet, or rent — 
furnished or not Dr. David Heinimann, 
250-638-5437 or 250-635-6511 (x5255). 



Upgrade your computer skills on your 
home or office computer. Over 340 
courses. Starts at $34.95/month for self- 
paced training over the Web. Phone 
595-6965. See <www.trainingontheweb. 
net>. 



Fully furnished, quiet, bright 3 bdrm 
home with views. 12 mia walk to towa 
Deck, garage, fireplace N/S, N/P. May 
to Nov. $l400/month. 250-382-0385. 


- : - \V£utr-r<'- 


29 overweight students serious about 
losing weight and making money. 
380-7722. 


Classified ad rates are $10 for up to 25 
words and 501 for each additional 
word Ads will not be accepted by 
phone and must be delivered in 
writing with cash payment, to UVic 
Communications Services, Sedgewick 
C149. The advertising deadline is eight 
days before publication date For more 
information, please call 721-7636 



What careers can you pursue at Northwestern Health Sciences University? 

Chiropractic • Integrative health and wellness • Acupuncture • Oriental medicine • Therapeutic massage 
Northwestern Health Sciences University provides the widest range of choices 
in natural health care in the United States. 


The foundation of the University is 
Northwestern College of Chiropractic, 
which has earned an international 
reputation in 58 years as a pioneer in 
chiropractic education, patient care and 
scientific research.The individual attention 
and access to educational resources our 


students receive helps them excel in 
preparing to practice as outstanding 
health care practitioners. Combined with 
our pioneering clinical education programs 
and our assistance in job placement. 
Northwestern provides a superb 
educational experience. 


Now featuring 
master's-level courses 
in Integrative health 
| and wellness. 



NH 

NORTHWESTERN 
HEALTH SCIENCES 
UNIVERSITY 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 
For a personal visit or 
more information, call 

1-800-888-4777 

Or go virtual at 

www.nwhealth.edu 



For an annual fee of $10, you get 
10% off all general books. 

No ifs, ands or buts. 


Come to the Special Order Desk 
at the UVic Bookstore and sign up now 
for a year of 

UVIC BOOKSTORE 


RESOLVE SOME ISSUES FOR THE NEW YEAR 


The UVic Employee & Family Assistance Program (EFAP) 
is a counselling service available FREE OF CHARGE to 
UVic employees & eligible dependants. 

Counselling is completely CONFIDENTIAL and available at 
several OFF-CAMPUS locations 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE? 

• All regular/continuing employees 

• All temporary/visiting/sessional employees 
appointed for a minimum of 3 months at 0.5 FTE or more 
(including grant & agency employees) 

• Dependant family members anywhere in Canada 


INTERLOCK 727-2861 1-888-227-7897 


SHOULDN’T YOUR MONEY 
BE WORKING HARD 
FOR YOU? 


Financial independence and worry-free 
retirement are important to me. I would like 
to find out more about: 

□ Please send me a special report on: 

*Everything you always wanted to know about mutual 
funds but were afraid (or didn't know) to ask." 

□ Please send me a special report on: 

"The case for more global diversification." 

Name: ___ 

Address: ____ 

Postal Code:__ 


Please send, e-mail, fax or call: 

MG Wealth Management Counsel Inc. 

FPC Investments Inc. 

Suite 100,1595 McKenzie Ave. Phone: 721-2896 
Victoria, B.C., V8N1A4 Fax: 721-2876 

E-mail: Findoc@islandnet.com 
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ALL EVENTS FREE UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED 


§ 


TTHE 

ALLERIES 


10 Jua-4 pan. (Mon. to Frl). 
Francis Dick A Retrospective. 
Maltwood Art Museum & Gallery. 
Ends April 5.721-8298. 

April 6 to May 3- Juncture; An 
Exhibition at the Crossroads of 
Time Featuring works by past 
UVic honorary degree recipients. 
Maltwood Art Museum & Gallery. 
721-8298. 

April 1-7. Millennium Time 
Capsule Exhibition. MacLaurin 
Bldg., A. Wilfred Johns Exhibi¬ 
tion Hall. (Education). 721-7896. 

Phoenix Theatres 

Colours in the Storm. A musical 
by Jim Betts. Tues.-Sat 8:00 p.m. 
Ends April 1. Tickets $18/15. 
721-8000. 


Friday, March 24 

lectures 

1230 pm Academic Freedom, Past & 
Present Dr. Michiel Horn, York Univ. 
Centre for Innovative Teaching, room 
B105. (Alumni Relations). 721-6255. 

music 

8.-00 pm Wind Symphony. Gerald 
King, conductor. Univ. Centre 
Farquhar Auditorium. Tickets $10/8. 
(Music). 721-7903. 

8.-00 pm The Comic Beethoven. 
Collaborative lecture-recital. 
MacLaurin Bldg, Phillip T. Young 
Recital Hall. Tickets. $10. (Music). 
721-7903- 

seminars 

9KX) am-545 pm Beethoven’s String 
Quartets; A Classical or Modernistic 
Legacy? MacLaurin Bldg, Phillip T. 
Young Recital Hall. Continues 
through March 26. $10/day, 
$20/conference. (Music). 721-7903. 

Saturday, March 25 

athletics 

900 am - 600 pm Spring Cup 
Invitational Soccer Tourna¬ 
ment ; March 25 & 26. Centen¬ 
nial Stadium. Admission $3/2/1. 

UVic students, Rec Plus 
members and children under 6 
free. (Athletics) 721-8725. 

seminars 

730 pm From tbe Safe Use of 
Asbestos to Mercury in tbe 
Environment to 


Pollutants in Breastmilk — Contri¬ 
butions of Earth Sciences to Health 
Issues Pierrette Tremblay, public 
health board, Quebec. MacLaurin 
Bldg., David Lam Auditorium (A144). 
(CEOR). 721-8848. 

Sunday, March 26 

lectures 

1030 am Beethoven's String Quartet 
in C* Minor, Opus 131 and tbe 
Uncanny. Joseph Kerman, Univ. of 
California. Lansdowne Lecture. 
MacLaurin Bldg., Phillip T. Young 
Recital Hall. (Music). 721-7909. 

music 

230 pm Lafayette String Quartet: Tbe 
Beethoven Cycle - Concert VI Univ. 
Centre Farquhar Auditorium. Tickets 
$18/25. McPherson Box Office 386-6121. 

Monday, March 27 

lectures 

730 pm Sudden Death in Athletes 
Dr. Thomas Rowland, Children’s 
Hospital, Springfield, Mass. 

Lansdowne Lecture. McKinnon Bldg., 
room 150. (Phys. Ed.). 721-8374 

seminars 

230 pm - 400 pm Tbe Green 
Economy: Provincial Initiatives and 
Their Implications Ken Baker, B.C 
Green Economy Secretariat. Class¬ 
room Bldg., room C124. (Public 
Admin.). 472-4775. 

T uesday, March 28 

lectures 

1230 pm Risks and Medical Concerns 
of Youth Athletes in High-Intensity 
Training Dr. Thomas Rowland, 
Children’s 
Hospital, 

Springfield, 

Mass. 

Lansdowne 
Lecture 

McKinnon Bldg., 
room 150. (Phys. 

Ed.). 721-8374 


Wednesday, March 29 

lectures 

330 pm Modeling Asymmetry and 
Excess Kurtosis in Stock Returns Anil 
Bera, Univ. of Illinois. Lansdowne 
Lecture. Business Bldg., room 363. 
(Economics). 721-8532. 

430 pm Indian Agriculture and 
Economic Reform. Yogendra Alagh, 
Jawaharilal Nehru Univ., New Delhi. 
Classroom Bldg., room C130. (Asia- 
Pacific Initiatives). 721-7020. 

seminars 

600 pm Environmental Health 
Conference. UVic Students. Human & 
Social Development Bldg., room A240. 
(UVic Sustainability Project). Info: 
uvsp_health@ hotmail.com 

T hursday, March 30 

lectures 

1130 am - LOO pm Sessions in 
Spirituality: Spirituality and an 
Aboriginal Story. Bill McGee, UVic, 
aboriginal counsellor & storyteller. 
Grad Centre, room 108. (Chaplaincy). 
721-8338. 

230 pm - 330 pm Elderly Women's 
Use of Drugs An Exploratory 
Analysis Using tbe National Popula¬ 
tion Health Survey. Mark Rosenberg, 
Queen’s Univ. Centre for Innovative 
Teaching, room 112. (Aging) 721-6290. 

seminars 

1230 pm Economic Reforms and 
Political Instability in India: Problems 
and Prospects Yogendra Alagh, 
Jawaharlal Nehru Univ, New 
Delhi. Classroom Bldg, 
room C126. (Asia-Pacific 
Initiatives & Political 
Science) 721-7020. 



430 pm Indian Agriculture and 
Economic Reform. Yogendra Alagh, 
Jawaharlal Nehru Univ, New Delhi. 
Classroom Bldg, room C130. (Asia- 
Pacific Initiatives & Political 
Science). 721-7020. 

Friday, March 31 

lectures 

230 pm Macro Allocation of Health 
Care Resources A Computer Simula¬ 
tion Comparing a Utilitarian and 
Deontological Approach. Gina 
Safranyik, UVic. Human and Social 
Development Bldg, room A264. 
(Graduate Studies). 721-7970. 

other 

8.-00 pm Coast & Cordillera by John 
Dunn. Large-format slide/video 
presentation of a 2,500-km traverse 
of B.C. MacLaurin Bldg, David Lam 
Auditorium. Tickets $12/7.380-9220. 

Saturday, April I 

other 

700 pm Reach for tbe Top. Visitors 
vs. Academics in UN Club fund-raiser. 
Centre for Innovative Teaching, room 
115. $10. (Political Science). 721-7486 

Monday, April 3 

seminars 

230 pm - 400 PJ4 An Overview 
Session Focusing on Common Themes 
and Public Involvement. Environ¬ 
mental Governance Seminar Series. 
Rod Dobell and Justin Longo, UVic. 
Classroom Bldg, room C124. (Public 
Admin.). 472-4775. 


Wednesday, April 5 

lectures 

300 pm Black Holes Dr. Werner 
Israel, UVic. Centre for Innovative 
Teaching, room 105. (Science). 
721-7062. 

800 pm Gardens of Oxford & 
Cambridge. Friends of the UVic 
Finnerty Gardens. Dr. Ted Irving. 
Human and Social Development 
Bldg, room A240. (External Rela¬ 
tions). 721-7014 

Thursday, April 6 

lectures 

330 pm Molecular Biology of Light 
Transduction in tbe Visual Photore¬ 
ceptor, Rbodopsin. Dr. Har Gobind 
Khorana, Mass. Inst, of Technology. 
Classroom Bldg, room 103. (Science). 
721-7062. 

Friday, April 7 

lectures 

12.00 pm. -130 pm. Representing 
Yourself in Research: Some Current 
Challenges. Dr. Vaughan Prain, La 
Trobe Univ, Australia. Lansdowne 
Lecture. MacLaurin Bldg, room 
D287. (Curriculum & Instruction). 
721-7886. 

300 pm - 400 pm Trends in 
Australian Teacher Education. Dr. 
Vaughan Prain, La Trobe Univ, 
Australia. Lansdowne Lecture. 
MacLaurin Bldg, room A341. 
(Curriculum & Instruction). 
721-7886. 



For a complete listing of Millennium Festival 
events during the week of April 1-7 see the special 
supplement inside this issue. 


The deadline for Calendar submissions for the April 7 Issue of The 
Ring Is Thursday, March 30 at 4:00 p.m. Late submissions cannot be 
accepted for publication . Calendar submissions should be sent to 
UVic communications services, email: ucom@uvlc.ca 


Colours in the Storm 

Actors Michael Costa and Krista McKeachie paddle through the theatrical"waters” of Ontario’s Algonquin Park 
in the Phoenix Theatres production Colours in the Storm, which runs until April I. The play is a musical 
depiction of events leading to the mysterious death of outdoorsman and renowned artist Tom Thompson. Fast- 
paced and poetic, it features fiddle music, rustic songs, Celtic dancing and jigs that reflect a love for the changing 
colours and moods of the Algonquin landscape. For tickets and reservations call 721-8000. 


LOOKING FOR COMPUTER 
PROJECTION EQUIPMENT? 

YOU'VE COME TO THE 
RIGHT PLACE... 



RETIREMENT INCOME OPTIONS 
MARCH 2000 

Monthly Income Based on $50,000 


RRIFs 
Annuities 
Investment Funds 
Life Insurance 
RRSPs 



Tony 

Southwell, 

CIM, R.F.P. 
Former member, 
Uvic Board of 
Pension Trustees 


Registered Retirement Income Fund (RRIF): 


Age 55 60 

65 

69 71 

75 

80 

$119 $139 

$167 

$198 $308 

$327 

$365 

$226,858 $182,606 $148,373 

$128,697 $114,343 

$103,694 

$91,314 

Income over 5 years 

$981 

Total 5 year payout 

$58,860 


Income over 10 years 

$561 

Total 10 year payout 

$67,320 


Income over 15 years 

$427 

Total 15 year payout 

$76,860 



♦Minimum Payout 
Total Payout to Age 100 

Accelerated Payout: 


♦Based on best current guaranteed rate of 6.10%. Returns will vary depending on investment vehicle. A wide array of 
investments are available. 

Life Annuities: 


uoio- Age 

55 

60 

65 

69 

71 

75 

80 

...payments cease at death 

$330 

$355 

$394 

$435 

$474 

$536 

$634 

...10 years guaranteed 

Female 

$326 

$347 

$377 

$407 

$420 

$453 

$490 

...payments cease at death 

$307 

$327 

$355 

$387 

$407 

$471 

$548 

...10 years guaranteed 

$306 

$324 

$348 

$374 

$389 

$421 

$466 

Joint Ufa: lOyrsgleed 

$288 

$303 

$323 

$345 

$356 

$392 

$438 


Various options concerning guarantee periods and survivor benefits available. 
Annuities derived from non-registered capital have tax preferred treatment 


Life Income Funds (LIF): Figures and brochure available upon request. 

If you would like a personalized illustration or a copy of * Your Guide to RRIFs and Annuities" please telephone or write: 
402-645 Fort Street, Victoria BC, V8W1G2 phone: (250) 385-3636 fax:(250)385-6361 e-mail: tsouthwell@solguard.bc.ca 

SOLGUARD FINANCIAL LTD. ... building better retirement Incomes since 1974 


: -v 


•Sales 


PROXIMA 


•Installations ‘Rentals 


sharps audio-visual ltd. 


#12 -1950 Government Street 
Victoria, B.C. V8T 4N8 
Telephone: (250) 385-3458 
Fax: (250) 381-2626 
Web: www.sharpsav.com 
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